Generational 
Baton Pass 
Is Complete 



By David S. Broder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

A lmost two decades after it began 
with the election of the “Watergate 
babies” in 1974, the generational 
change in American politics was com- 
pleted yesterday. 

"We have changed the guard,” said 
President Clinton, the first of the baby 
boomers to reach the White House. 

As Clinton, 46, and Vice President 
Gore, 44, stood on the inaugural stand, 
backed by members of their White House 
staff looking as youthful and solemn as a 
high school choir, no one could doubt the 
change was real. 

What that change means depends large- 
ly oh whpre y<?u stand on the generational 
ladder. Even on the day of celebration, it 
was not hard to find doubters in the older 
and younger generations. 

"I hope they're ready,” said a skeptical 
Lawrence Carlson, of Kansas City, 74, here 
to watch the inauguration with his govern- 
ment-employee daughter. “I worry that they 
maybe don't hold some of the wisdom of 
past generations,” said Jjmena Gomez-Lobo, 
19, of Georgetown University. “I'm scared 
it is too big of a change too quickly." 

But far more agreed with Clinton's con- 
tention that it was at least time that the 
boomers — the biggest and in some respects 
most coddled generation in American his- 
tory— “assumed [its] new responsibilities.” 
“It's exciting," said Victor Ashe, 48, the 
Republican mayor of Knoxville, Tenn., who 
ran against Gore in Gore's first campaign 
for the Senate back in 1984. “The country is 
ready for it, and I think it will be good. The 
older generation has had its time." 

That it has. From the election of Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1952 through the defeat 
of George Bush last year, four decades of 
executive leadership came from men who 
were in uniform during World War EL They 
ended the war in Korea, took the country 
into and ought of Vietnam, managed what 
John F. Kennedy called the “twilight strug- 
gle” against Soviet expansionism, won the 
Cold War, presided over a huge growth in 
the nation’s economy — and its debt— and 
survived a revolution in racial and social 
relations. j 

When Clinton saluted Bush's half-century 
of service — going back to his enlistment as 
1 a Navy aviator in World War II— he was 
giving a pat on the back to that whole gen- 
eration “whose steadfastness and sacrifice," 
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